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great interest among people of importance in the
court and the town. The Count of Estaing allowed
himself to be led away by these follies, and became
their upholder. The Cardinal de Rohan was amazed
at the power these prophecies gave him over his
enemies, and he let it be known that the Duke of
Chartres, whose court had decided not to believe in
God, was ready to believe in Cagliostro; so true it
is, that in human weakness there is always an open-
ing for faith, which is always likely, when it lacks
proper material, to tolerate ridiculous or dangerous
subjects."

Cagliostro was certainly one of the main causes of
the misfortunes of the Cardinal de Rohan. Such an
oracle was sure to ruin the ambitious prelate, by driv-
ing him to delirium through fantastic promises of
power, wealth, and love. When the fatal business
of the purchase of the necklace came up, Cagliostro^
who had recently come to Paris, was mysteriously
consulted in the very drawing-room of the Cardinal.
The Egyptian invocations took place in the light of
countless candles. The prophet ascended the tripod
and spoke. The matter, he declared, was worthy of
the Prince; it would be completely successful; it
would put the last touch to the kindness of the
Queen, and finally hasten the day when, for the hap-
piness of France, of Europe, of humanity, the rare
gifts of the Cardinal should become known. Rohan
hesitated no longer, and the affair of the necklace